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Brussels - week 2
This week was a committee week in Brussels, and we
elected the chairs and vice-chairs of the committees.
However, not everything went according to plan, see
more below. 
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Ciaran in committee
Regional Development 

In REGI committee this week, it was a tale of two secret ballots.

We elected the chair of the committee and the first and second vice chairs. However, the right-wing
ECR political group were challenged on their nomination for vice-chair, due to their nominee being
under investigation in Italy, leading to a secret ballot, which they ultimately won. Following that, my
colleague Ľubica Karvašová’s (Slovakia) nomination for vice-chair was challenged by the even more
right-wing Patriots for Europe political group. However, in the end, I was happy to see that my
colleague Ľubica was elected as vice-chair of the REGI committee. 

From a policy perspective, I have set out my stall for the upcoming five years with my Renew Group
colleagues. It is by working together with our European colleagues that we will deliver for the people
of the Midlands North-West. 
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Agriculture and Rural Development

This week in the AGRI committee, we also elected the chair
and vice-chairs. However, in a turn of events, the fourth vice-
chair, again from the right wing of the Parliament, was not
elected. Therefore, they will have to be elected at an
upcoming meeting. This shows that the centre ground in the
Parliament is holding strong and challenging the political
extremes. 

From a policy perspective, already at this early stage, we
have our sights set on the upcoming review of the Common
Agricultural Policy. We must ensure a sustainable and
inflation-proof budget. 

We cannot expect farmers to comply with all the regulations
from the EU, and in particular the environmental legislation,
on the current CAP budget. It is simply not sustainable. Other
issues where we set out our stall were on Animal Transport,
the Nitrates issue, Mercosur and a range of other issues.
More updates coming soon. 

Fisheries

In relation to the European Parliament Fisheries Committee,
this is an issue of paramount importance for me and my
team. We had shown a strong interest in becoming a
member of this committee, however following our internal
discussions within the Renew Group, it became clear that we
would not be able to secure a position on the committee.

We will be engaging with the work of this committee and
liaising with my colleagues in the Renew Group, and the
other centrist groups in the Parliament, to deliver for the
Irish fisheries industry. 

Get in touch!
If you want to get in touch with me, on any topic of relevance for you, my email is
ciaran.mullooly@europarl.europa.eu.
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Meetings
Multiple meetings with the Renew Group staff on
AGRI and REGI in order to inform them of our
positions on the various topics of importance. I
will be working closely and advising them on the
issues of importance for Ireland on these
committees. 

Meeting with the Seanad Select Committee on
their scrutiny of EU legislation and its
transposition in Ireland. We will work together to
ensure the transparency of EU legislation and
create stronger links between Brussels and
Ireland. 

Meeting with the Irish & European Federation of
Thoroughbred Breeders Association to raise
concerns in relation to animal transport. This is an
issue I will be very active on in this Parliamentary
term working on the Agriculture and Rural
Development Committee. 

We will be engaging with the work of this
committee and liaising with my colleagues in the
Renew Group, and the other centrist groups in
the Parliament, to deliver for the Irish fisheries
industry. 
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